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CHILD SUPPORT (ADOPTION OF LAWS) AMENDMENT BILL 2017 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 8 August. 
MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [5.25 pm] — in reply: I just want to thank all members who 
contributed during the second reading debate of the Child Support (Adoption of Laws) Amendment Bill 2017. The 
child support scheme in Australia is world-class and, as noted by the member for Hillarys, we have to come back 
to the scheme from time to time to amend it to play catch-up with the commonwealth. The last time this scheme 
was amended by Western Australian laws was as recently as November 2015, and here we are in mid-2017 once 
again amending it. The member for Hillarys postulated that perhaps we could refer some more of our powers to 
Canberra on this. I want to say to the member for Hillarys that it is not that easy to maintain — 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: I said “consider” referring. 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Yes. We are considering it at the moment, member for Hillarys. One of the areas of extreme 
inequity is that under the Constitution the commonwealth has the power to deal with the property of married 
persons, but not of de facto couples; that is in the Family Court of Western Australia. So when it comes to 
superannuation, the Family Court of Australia can order splits of superannuation, whereas the Family Court of 
Western Australia cannot make orders on superannuation. We have tried to refer to the commonwealth a textual 
reference, so that it could be amended so that the Family Court of Western Australia has the power to extend equity 
to de facto couples on the split of superannuation. Unfortunately, the federal Attorney-General rejected the 
reference. We are not giving up because this leaves de facto spouses in Western Australia in a dreadful position 
vis-a-vis the rest of Australia. We will consider it, member for Hillarys. We will pursue equity for 
Western Australians on child support and other property issues for married and de facto couples. 
We thank the opposition for supporting this legislation and seeing it through the house in a very expeditious 
manner. This can now get up to the Council because, as we all recognise, it is important for the protection of the 
maintenance of children who have one parent living in either Norfolk Island or the Cocos and Keeling group. 
I commend the bill to the house and thank all members for their contribution during the second reading stage. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr J.R. Quigley (Attorney General), and transmitted to the Council. 

House adjourned at 5.29 pm 
__________ 
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